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Friends,

It is a joy and an honor to worship alongside you today and 
receive a call to serve with you in ministry as the next  
Senior Pastor at New York Avenue Presbyterian Church.

I have had the privilege of participating in vibrant and faithful ministry at Preston 
Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas, for the last eight years. Serving at 
Preston Hollow has been a gift. It is a community where I have forged lasting 
relationships and found new challenges and opportunities for the Spirit’s work, 
including significant strides in ministries of racial justice and equity. Life was 

good and full, and I was not anticipating a call to a new community of faith.

Yet, something shifted in dialogue and relationship with your New York Avenue Pastor Nominating Committee.  
I was immediately drawn not only to New York Avenue’s urban location at the heart of Washington, D.C. but 
more importantly, the church’s deep commitment to being with and among your neighbors as God is with and 
among us. You have a long and faithful history of seeking out those who are hurting and intentionally participating 
in the long hard work of justice as a part of God’s reconciling activity in the world. As I spoke with the committee, 
I was also delighted to discover a community that also values intellectual curiosity, excellence in preaching, an 
openness to  take strategic risks for the sake of the Gospel, and an intentional transparency about resources 
that you bring as well as the challenges you face. What an incredible set of gifts.

With each conversation, a sense of call intensified, relationships formed, and connections deepened. There was a 
clear resonance between your gifts, aspirations, and hopes for God’s church and my own. I discerned unexpectedly, 
joyfully, unreservedly that God is calling me to something new and exciting with you all at New York Avenue  
Presbyterian Church.

I am grateful to the members of the PNC for their tireless efforts in coordinating Zoom calls, facilitating  
conversations, and arranging travel. More importantly, I am thankful for their prayerful and faithful trust  
in discerning the movement of God’s Spirit throughout the process.

As I close out my life and ministry in Texas and prepare to move to Washington, D.C., I ask for your prayers, 
the opportunity for your friendship (because I am eager to know you and for you to know me), and for a spirit 
of openness to new adventures in what we will accomplish together with God’s leading. You all will be in my 
prayers this fall, and I eagerly anticipate being among you the first Sunday in Advent.

Grace and Peace,
Sarah

Letter From Pastor Candidate



 

THE REV. DR. SARAH JOHNSON

I am a life-long learner with a curious mind and an 
open heart. I am a challenger and a risk-taker who 
loves to read, write, teach, and preach. I love to begin 
the day with a long run and a good cup of coffee, and 
a bookstore is one of my favorite places to lose track 
of time.

I also know that life is a precious gift, that relationships 
are exceedingly important, and that all people are 
made in the image of God. I believe that the church is 
called to the long hard work of justice as a part of God’s 
reconciling activity, to be a blessing to the neigh-
borhood and city where it resides, and to cherish at 
its heart those with whom Jesus spent most of his 
time. I believe that life is stronger than death, that love 
rights a multitude of wrongs, and that grace wins in 
the end.

A native of Charlotte, North Carolina, I hold a Bachelor’s 
in Religion from Furman University, where I graduated 
in 2005. In 2008, I received my Master of Divinity 
from Princeton Theological Seminary and was awarded 
the John T. Galloway Award in Expository Preaching.  
I completed my Doctor of Ministry Degree from Duke 
Divinity School in 2019. My thesis, “Reclaiming the 
Cross this Side of Paradise,” challenged and examined 
popular western understandings of the atonement 

and explored why reclaiming a robust theology of the 
cross is essential for the church’s theology and ethics 
in today’s postmodern context.

Ordained in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) for 
over twelve years, I served congregations in Chicago, 
Arizona, and most recently, Dallas, Texas as the  
Senior Associate Pastor at Preston Hollow  
Presbyterian Church.

In my free time, I love cooking (and eating!), spending 
time with family and friends, and I enjoy all things  
fitness, sports, and the outdoors, including playing 
with my six-year-old yellow lab Lilly. I refuse to 
choose between the mountains and the beach, and 
I think pimento cheese deserves a separate food 
group. Lilly and I love adventures and cannot wait to 
explore our new city, Washington, D.C.!

Biography



Dear members and friends of NYAPC,

We are thrilled to announce that our 
nominee to serve as our congregation’s 
next senior pastor is the Rev. Dr. Sarah 
Johnson. Sarah is currently serving as Senior  
Associate Pastor for Adult Learning and Engagement 
at Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas 
and brings a wealth of experience in congregational 
care, management and administration, preaching and 
worship leadership, and spiritual formation. We are 
at a critical moment in our church’s journey, ready to 
move into the future with boldness and vision. We 
believe that Sarah is the senior pastor who will help 
us step into that next chapter, walking alongside us 
as a partner in ministry who truly embodies servant 
leadership.

Our PNC’s decision to name Sarah as our candidate 
for Senior Pastor was unanimous, rooted in our 
shared sense of God at work, nudging her towards 
our congregation. We were especially struck by her 
inspiring and powerful preaching; her desire to help 
us deepen our spirituality, individually and collectively; 
her experience navigating and leading complex orga-
nizations and managing staff; her deep commitment to 
social justice; and her extraordinary willingness to listen 
to, nurture, and care for people at all ages and stages 
of life.

To reach this point, we spent nearly a year in prayer 
and discernment, talking with each of the NYAPC 
boards and having many one-on-one conversations 
with members. We reached out to hundreds of  
people to build a strong and diverse pool of over  
100 applicants. It was an unusual period of time to 
call a senior pastor, as we met nearly exclusively by 
Zoom and had to factor COVID-19 into our entire 
process, but we were very fortunate to have many 
rich and robust conversations and interviews virtually
and to have the chance to meet with Sarah, in-person, 
in early July. That time together was such a gift and 
really cemented for the PNC that God was calling 
Sarah to serve as our next senior pastor.

We are overflowing with gratitude for the congregation’s 
prayers and support throughout this process, for Sarah’s 
willingness to step into this new call and minister 
alongside us, and for the entire Pastor Nominating 
Committee for their thoughtful and committed work 
over the past 14 months.

With hope,
Kristin Ford & Heather Choi

Letter from the Pastor Nominating  
Committee Co-Chairs

Pastor Nominating Committee
Heather Choi, Kristin Ford, Adlai Amor
Helen Anthony, Doug House
Beth Law, Rob Neill, Matt Webster



Letter from the Pastor Nominating  
Committee Co-Chairs

“Sarah brings NYAPC many gifts, including 
outstanding preaching, deep theological 
grounding, commitment to social justice 
ministries, and strong experience in  
leading effective Church administration 
and congregational care. But I’m especially 
impressed by how well and deeply she 
questions and listens, drawing out a  
diversity of opinions, noticing what’s similar 
and different, and offering insightful  
observations for a group to consider further.”   
 — Doug House

“I am particularly concerned with our  
congregation’s work towards being committed 
to diversity, equity, and inclusivity. Sarah has 
had some experience in these fields and I am 
confident that she, together with the rest of  
the congregation, will help NYAPC to become 
a more diverse, equitable, and inclusive  
congregation in a country that is fast becoming 
a majority-minority nation.”  
 — Adlai Amor

“As a candidate for our new senior 
pastor, Sarah stood out immediately 
due to her breadth of experience in 
ministry and church organization  
as well as her engaging sermons.  
In person, she impressed our  
unanimous PNC with both her  
directness and diplomacy. I expect 
Sarah will challenge and focus  
NYAPC as a partner and leader.”  
 — Matt Webster

“Sarah has all the leadership skills, training, experience, and  
the heart for social justice needed to lead our congregation in  
mission into the future. She is an inspiring preacher, a scholar  
and a reader, as well as a thoughtful listener. I am overjoyed  
that she has answered the call to serve our New York Avenue 
congregation!”  
 — Rob Neill

“I am so excited about Sarah’s love of learning, 
fervent commitment to social justice, poised 
and thoughtful leadership, and engagement 
with people in deep, connected ways. I think 
she will care for this congregation with an 
abiding love and help us boldly move into 
our next chapter together.”  
 — Kristin Ford

“Sarah has a wealth of knowledge, a passion for  
ministry, skilled preaching, the ability to cultivate 
and support relationships, an interest in social 
justice, and thoughtful leadership for both staff 
and members. I know that Sarah is going to lead us 
joyfully into the future and I am excited about what 
is to come for both her and our church community!”  
 — Helen Anthony

“Sarah is that rare combination 
of scholar, preacher, and  
caretaker. Her enthusiasm 
about our commitment to  
engaging our neighborhood  
and community through our 
ministries and on social justice 
issues is exciting. Her experience 
in the care and nurture of  
congregations along with her 
ability to be a good listener will 
enable her to work well within 
and beyond the NYAPC  
community.”  
 — Beth Law

“Sarah is a thoughtful and compassionate leader. I was deeply impressed 
by her ability to listen, engage, and connect with others. Sarah will  
nurture and encourage the congregation to lean into God’s call for 
NYAPC. Sarah’s preaching embodies the type of rigorous scholarship 
grounded in God’s word that challenges and inspires. I could not be 
more excited about the future of our Church with Sarah as our next 
Senior Pastor.”  
 — Heather Choi



I believe in one God who created all things visible and invisible and
 called the entire creation good.
I believe that out of the dust of the earth God created humankind in God’s image.
 God calls humankind to be stewards of creation and to care for it responsibly,
 entering freely into relationship with creation, God continues to guide that creation
 by God’s inscrutable wisdom and providence.
 The God who created is creating still.
I believe that in sin humankind distorts this relationship between creature and Creator.
 In sin we claim mastery over our own lives,
 turn against God and our fellow human,
 and become distorters and exploiters of one another and the world.
I believe and hope in the God who self-reveals,
 who walked in the garden with Adam and Eve,
 who called to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, and Hagar,
 who spoke to Moses from the burning bush,
 who professed wisdom through the voice of Abigail,
 whose voice echoed from the mouth of Jeremiah and the prophets,
 whose eternal Word became flesh and lived and walked among us, and
 who is continually present through the power of the Holy Spirit.
I believe and hope in the Word of God,
 God’s eternally begotten Son, fully God and fully human
 who took on human flesh living and walking among his people as a Palestinian Jew
 experiencing the full range of humanity in all its joy and sorrow,
 who proclaimed the reign of God
 preaching good news to the poor, teaching in word and deed,
 binding up the broken-hearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and
 calling all to repent and believe in the good news of the gospel.

Statement of Faith

“Sarah is bright and articulate, with a deep understanding of 
issues facing both church and culture. I know her to be a fine 
colleague who relates with others with consistent grace.  
Sarah Johnson and New York Avenue are a perfect match  
and promise years of faithful ministry ahead.”

—  Rev. John M. Buchanan,  
former Sr. Pastor, Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago, IL  
and former editor and publisher, The Christian Century



I believe that Jesus was crucified on a Roman cross
 who gave his life for the sins of the world and
 who saves us from our own narrowness.
 Jesus died and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again from the dead,
 vindicating him as the Messiah and
 conquering the very real powers of sin and death.
I believe and hope in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son and
 with the Son is co-worshipped and co-glorified
 who justifies us by grace through faith;
 who gathers us together, binding all believers to one another.
 as one body, the Church,
 engaging us through the Word proclaimed,
 claiming us in the waters of baptism,
 feeding us at God’s table,
 and calling women and men to all the ministries of God’s church.
I believe and hope in the God who in Jesus Christ is reconciling the world to God’s self,
 whose redeeming work claims the whole human life and
 is continually at work in the world today,
 drawing all things to their created and appointed end
 and who will come again in glory to make all things new.
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“I am so thrilled for New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church and for Sarah Johnson! The two of you will be 
a great combination. Sarah brings a deeply-formed 
theological, pastoral and homiletical voice, which 
will be well-twinned and grounded in the urban and 
justice-oriented context of NYAPC. Her own passions 
for church and society issues will meld well with 
yours, and you will all create such an exciting 
partnership. May God bless these days ahead!” 

—  Theodore J. Wardlaw,  
President, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary


